TRAP/NEUTER/RELEASE
While many humane groups, conservation organizations, and local authorities agree that homeless cats should be humanely and permanently removed from the wild, some people advocate "managing" colonies of stray cats through a practice called Trap/ Neuter/Release or TNR. TNR varies, but in general, volunteers live-trap the cats and take them to a veterinarian or clinic. If funds are available, the cats may be tested for fatal feline diseases such as feline leukemia virus (FeLV) or feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV). Cats testing positive for these diseases or seriously ill cats may be euthanized. The cats are usually vaccinated against rabies and may be vaccinated for other diseases. The cats are spayed or neutered, and the tip of one ear is clipped to easily identify cats that have been de-sexed. The cats are then released, usually at the trap site, where they continue to be fed for as long as they remain in the colony. This could be a day, a month, or years. Kittens and recently abandoned or lost cats may be put up for adoption.
TNR is being practiced, sometimes with explicit legal authorization, in cities, suburbs, college campuses, public parks and beaches, farms, areas adjacent to wildlife refuges, and islands. Some TNR advocates oppose cat registration, spay/neuter requirements, or cat restraint laws unless they are exempted. Some volunteers use their own funds and/or secure donations or public funding from local governments. 
AN INEFFECTIVE WAY TO END CAT OVERPOPULATION

THE SUFFERING DOES NOT END
RISKS TO HUMAN HEALTH
Cat colonies, even managed ones, pose a serious human health risk. Diseases that can be transmitted to humans, such as ringworm, cat scratch fever, and toxoplasmosis, cannot be controlled in managed cat colonies. Rabies is a very real threat. Raccoons and skunks are common visitors to feeding stations, as well as foxes, opossums, and rats. Raccoons and skunks are the most common carriers of rabies in wildlife, and cats are the domestic animal most commonly reported rabid in the U.S. Feeding stations artificially put these animals in close contact with each other. Cats are rarely caught for follow-up vaccination, de-worming or other health concerns. The National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians passed a resolution opposing TNR because it poses a health risk. 
DEADLY TO WILDLIFE
VOLUNTEERS OFTEN CAN'T MANAGE
Colony feeders must constantly trap new cats and kittens. Feeders are often overwhelmed by the cost and responsibility. According to the Universities Federation for Animal Welfare report, The Fate of Controlled Feral Cat Colonies, "The most common complaint from members of cat action groups was that they had too few people or too little money to adequately manage their population of cats."
TNR clearly is not in the best interest of birds and other wildlife or the cats, and even overwhelms the ability of well-meaning people who genuinely want to alleviate animal suffering. It also undermines efforts to encourage responsible pet ownership by keeping cats indoors. 
TNR MAY NOT BE LEGAL
BETTER SOLUTIONS
Local officials and park managers often have the difficult task of finding solutions to cat overpopulation problems that satisfy cat feeders, conservationists, and the community at large. The following are some recommendations:
Educate cat owners to spay or neuter their cats from eight weeks to four month of age, and keep them indoors.
Educate the public that feeding stray cats is not the best solution for cats, wildlife, or people.
Enact and enforce legislation prohibiting abandonment of cats, and post warning signs in public wildlife areas.
Prohibit the feeding of stray cats, including those in managed colonies, in public parks and on beaches, wildlife refuges, or other public lands that serve as wildlife habitat; and publicize this information.
Involve wildlife experts from nearby colleges, parks, or state/federal agencies, community health officials, veterinarians, conservation groups, and animal shelter facilities to work together to solve cat overpopulation problems in your area.
Humanely remove stray and feral cats from communities, parks, and other public areas that provide habitat for wildlife, and take them to a shelter. 
